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THE Profies arifing from this Publication 


will be given the Charity for the Relief 
of Diftreſſed Clergymen, and the Widows 


and Orphans of Deceaſed Clergymen, of 


the Dioceſes of Worceſter, Hereford, and 
 Ghlocefter, for whoſe Benefit the Sermon 
war preached, © 
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We 7 Bee you,” enz; to know ey 
obich labour among you, and are over you 
in the Lord, and admonifh you And to 
1 them very. brghly 7 in Love for their 
Wark! te. = 
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T is a ſtrong proof of the firſt princi- 


1 ples of Religion, that the moſt en- 


lightened ages and the wiſeſt nations have 


acknowledged not only their truth, but 


their neceſſary dominion over the minds 
of men. as well for the purpoſes of ſocial 
ſecurity, as for the temporal and future 
happineſs of individuals; All other ſub- 
ſtitutes prove but feeble inftruments for 
thete ſalutary ends. Philoſophy in vain 
W to affums the ſublime "any 
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and exalted ſation of As, and ar- 
rogates in vain its extenſive and over- 
ruling power in ſubduing the paſſions and 
reducing the conduct of human beings 
within the bounds of moral and political 


order. Nor is the addition of human 


laws, with all their threats and energies, 


eapable of producing the neceſſary re- 


ſtraint, unaſſiſted by the expectations and 


e al a future eee | 1 


3 are IE l have at all 


er been ſo ſtrongly impieſſed on the 


wiſe and conſiderate part of -mankind, 
that they become, as it were, axioms in 
political morality'; and, from their gene- 
ral admifhon, it is ne oy ever thought 
neceſſary to enforce the. 

Aas 75 1 18 Abo Ara Ai % $19 ne 2 

Fo But, if any; doubt could poſſibly find a 
place among men on ſo evident and im- 
portant a principle, as the neceſſity oi 
Religion for the order and even exiſtence 
of ſociety, our on times have unhap- 
pily furniſhed us ak got. 
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tion 4 4 To effect the moſt ſan gui ü and 
atrocious deeds, that ever diſgraced hu- 


man nature, an attempt has been made to 


throw an eternal oblivion over the moſt 
unpardonable crimes. The promiſe of 
future, as well as preſent, indemnification 
has emboldened the robber and the plun- 
derer; and impelled the arte hand 
| of the ——————— the n 11 


The eee of f ach an impious 
ſyſtem have been ſuch as might be ex- 
pected- full of horror and calamity | no 
country ever ſuffered. ſuch. political ty- 
ranny.and devaſtation, ſuch general and 
exemplary national puniſhment as that 
in Which the horrible experiment has 
been tried, The evils, under which it 
groans, are unparalleled. Rapine, Deſo- 
lation and Deſtruction, with giant ſtride, 
alk through the land in blood and ter- 
ror |, and the dreadful example exhibited 
tothe world has eyinced the wretchedneſs 
of ſociety, uncontrouled by the ſanctions 
ne life, and .. upon fact 
Ale (what 
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Heappily. * * it is not, in the, 
power of any tyranny, aggregate or ſole. 
how daring ſoever. its impiety, or 
its domination, to. ſubdue the influence. 
of Religion in the human mind. In che 
cnfuſion of public anarchy, her temples 
may be overthrown,” her altars polluted; 
and her prieſts ſlain with the ſword + | 

amidſt the din of war and tumult,, 

| dare may be unheard) or unats | 
" tended} bur when theſe ſcenes; of horror 
and diſtraction are over paſſed, when the 
bloody hand of oppreſſion in ee 8 
and peace and quietneſa invite eonſiderg q 
tion and: reflection, Religion will again 
aſſume her power and take up her accuſa 
tomed ſtation in the heart. It is utterly; 
itnpoſfible that any people, in the maſs, 
cn"be brought to unite in ſo impracti- 
cable"and Infernal a project, or becom 
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RET} frantic 


> 7 


C& 1 


frantic enough to caſt away the ſhield 
which protects them from the deſtroyer. 
Men are not willing to part with heaven's 
beſt gift, future happineſs and immor- 
tality; their only conſolation amidſt the 
common evils of life. and of thoſe ſeverer 
iaflictions, which folly, impiety and * 
N have brought upon them, 


| Important, "EE TS and . as 
Religion is to the well-being of every 
ſtate, and the happineſs of every indivi- 
dual ; it is ſurely wiſe, it is even indiſ- 
ſable, that an order of 1 men ſhould be 
ſet apart for religious inſtruction, for p per: 
forming the offices of public worſhip : 
adoration to the ſupreme Being, and im n= 
ſſing on the minds of the peo Jle thoſe 
3 5 of morality and brotherly kindneſs, 
by which alone the unruly paſſions of 
men can be reſtrained and kep t within 
| 1 bounds of payout and domeſtic order. 
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br is at all times, there never vs a period 
in Which the duties of their ſtation werk 
1 to the public welfare than 
the preſent. Can any rank of citizens be 
more eſſential in the compoſition of a 
community, or more inſtrumental in pre- 
Ferving it from deſolation and ruin, than 
that, whoſe very office it is to correct tlit 
depravity of our nature; to infuſe into the 
public mi nd the wholeſome influenc of 
keligion and morality, and introdlubè 
Peace. and good will among men Theſe 
inciples, firmly and generally eſta- 
liſhed, are what alone can unite and 
combine the conſtituent parts of a ſociety; 
oᷓr produce any permanent coheſion in 10 
| coraplex a Stoke abounding with re- 
| ant, and diſcordant qualities“ The 
integrity of every ſociety is in daily] ha: 
ard of being broken.and deſtroyed;/aild 
5s 18 and harmony changed for con- 
fuGon and uproar, Without che general 
eee eee 
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5 ee fu period in Which we live'ls 
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big with pubif miſchiefs und privite cl 
lamities; and connected as they are, in 
ſome meaſure, with the eauſe of Religion 
and ber miniſters; we are naturally led to 
rheſe reflections on the preſent ſolemnity, 
inſtituted; as it humanely was, for the 


relief of our N e and their 
Kimilies. 3 * e 44 AF 
5/5 954144 1 1 1 1007231 1604 1 
b (+ They/who-c can july ups 
bleſſings of publio order and decorum, 
 kndW how important the order of the 
Clergy is. The magiſtrate's office is not 
found more eſſential to the general good 
than our on. While the laws hold out 
their terrors, it is the part of Religion to 
amend the heart. While the magiſtrate 
puniſhes crimes already committed, it is 
the part of the clergy, by the TCV 
df Futurity, to prevent them. 30" TY DIES 
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J Numberleſs are the N beds which 
men may and do commit, that are not 
cognizable by the magiſtrate, and yetare 
4 injurlous to thie peace and Hippined of 
e ſociety | 


14 nder which we enjoy ſo 


clety as thoſe that are. bete Ae 
be prevented by the influence of Religion, 
and by thoſe whoſe duty it is to explain 
and enforce its precepts. By the conſtant 
and impreſſive leſſons of chriſtian doc 
keine and morality, tauglit from the pul- 
pit, every; man, who will condeſcend to 
liſten to our inſtruction, becomes affured 
that it is both his temporal and future in- 

tereſt 1 to live honeſtly, ſoberly and righte- 
ally, in this preſent world; to ſubmit, as 
7 good citizen will, to the Govern- 


and g great bleffings 3 amd to de his duty 
EY in the ſtatibn in which God * 


been pleated to place kim. 
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| Thee are important objects to the 
Public welfare; and impreſſed, as I truſt 
we are, with the magnitude and ſanctity 
of our calling, none are fo high as to deter 
us from the conſcientious diſcharge of 
gur duty; none ſo low as to be beneath 
t eco mfort and confolation of that Holy 
I jon, we 'are bound to teach, and of 
n which 
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which all ranks of men ſtand ſo much in 
need. And thus, the rich and powerful 
are taught humility and condeſcenſion z 
the poor and miſerable contentment and 
reſignation to the Divine wilt.  *Fis our's 
to guide Religion to the heart ; and, by 


ber ſecret power there, appeaſe and ſub- 


due the paſſions. Under her benign ins 
fluence. the worſt purpoſes, are happily 
turned afide. Revenge ſoftens into kind- 
neſs; hatred intolove. ITis our s to imprefs 
thoſe, whom we have in charge, with the 
ſpirit of meekneis and forbearance ; with 
faith and hope, and that beſt of graces, 

Chriſtian Charity, that aſſiſts and bleſſes 
all. Our's it is to fill the repentant eye 
with tears; and, (the moſt grateful of 
our taſk) to infuſe into the wounded ſpi- 
nt (what alone can reſtore it to health 
and ſoundneſs) aſſuranee of pardon and 
reconciliation; on renewed. IG 
through the merits of a Saviour. | 
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Soch is the,taſk, the awful talk, which 
the Clergy have to perform ; and they 


Pat” who 
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who neglect, vor affect to defpiſe; our la 
hours; are men, Who have but little re 
ſor the general ſecurity or their own hap« 
pineis . We are perſuaded, my brethren: 
that / no ſuch are among thoſe who hear 
me; but that we ſhall be eſteemed; ſup» 
ported and protected, in proportion to the 
ſacredneſs of our profeſſional character, 
and the importance and uſefulneſs of our 
office to the public welfare : you will, as 
the apoſtle directs in the text, Know 
Liber which labout among you;. and urs 
<«-ou6r you in 'the Lord; and atnioniſh U = 
« enid jou wil, gem them very highly in 
«Jaye: for their work's, fake, - WOY n 
—1 DAT e inen Msi 1 2613 Ab 30K 1 

And. as we truſt that we are not un. 
worthy of your protection at all times, fo 
more particularly are we entitled to your 
kindneſs and compaſſion, when diſtteſſes 
and calamities overtake ourſelves, or our 
families; and which we have to lament 
is not unfrequently the caſ. 
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The preſent: ſolemnity is a ſufficient 
proof of this melancholy fact, that the 
temporal circumſtances of many of our 
Brethren, who ſtill labour among you, 
are in ſuch a depreſſed ſtate; as to render 
them wholly incapable of maintaining 
themſelves and their families in that de- 
eency and comfort, which their fair ex. 
pectations, and the uſe and a wage 5 
their n 1 require.- 
} ation i 0 5 e 
But, in e 1 this, we haye to 
remind you, of other diſtreſſes, which 
bave the maſt forcible claim to your at- 
tention, and ſolicit, in the ſtrongeſt man- 
ner, your kindneſs and commiſeration. 
I mean the pitiable ſituation of the W i 
Dows and-aRPHANS of thoſe Clergymen, 
nm en V, 


Ac on 


That — 50 diſtreſs ſhould an ats 
tend the families of our deceaſed bre 
thren; cannot excite our ſurpriſe, when 
we conſider the ſcanty proviſion which 
e of them were able to obtain, 

and 
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The Church inet las wn el 
know, at a former period. been ſtripped 
of every thing which could be reckoned 
ſuperfluous ; and, whether we regard her 


diſcipline, her doctrines, or her property, 


the title of Moderation is ſurely her pe- 


culiar and appropriate right. Her dreſs 
is but the decent garb of wiſdom and 


ſanctity. and not the gaudy attire of folly 
or ſuperſtition. Her ceremonies are per- 
formed with unaſſuming dignity; ſuch as 


becomes the mild and ſolemn temper of 


excite our devotion and cheriſh thoſe 
chriſtian graces which exalt our nature 


—__ es eee faith . 
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- bee cen the e the Church 


was extinguiſhed, by the alienation of her 


property, it is to be lamented that ſuffi. 
cient e was not reſerved for every 
Bun denomi- 


— 


4 


Ca 1] 


engmination _ of her miniſters. 1 _ The he 


igher Orders « enjoy no more tem 

means than are expedient and neceffary 

for the great and reſponſible ſtations on | 
are, appointed to ſuſtain; and the Paro- 


| chial and Inferior Clergy are, multitudes 
a of, them, poſſeſſed only of ſcanty PIC 


no means equivalent to 
Fe. and barely ſufficient tor — 
Viding the common neceſſaries of life. 


„Ve te ow that Chriſtianity i is praQti- 
table and efficacious, Independent of all 


outward circumſtances, as far as the fu- 


| wh happ ineſs of individuals may be con- 


Lerne. t, we know alſo that the ge- | 
br ral Practice thereof among the people, 
not be ſo well ſecured as 55 providin 
or the decent maintenance of ſuch as 1 
to preachi its doctrines, that they may e- 


Eape the neglect, and ſometimes cofl— 


tempt, which accompany poverty and 
diſtreſs.” When, therefore, the Church 


21} LETS 


eprived c of her opulence, a com} 


tent t proviſion al at leaſt ou ght to have beck 


TOT [3 
1 8 reſerved 


ke aig 


ſtand in need, rather than injure that 
better cauſe, in which they are e 


0 
* . 
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iferved far the fuitite 8 of all the 
various claſſes of OR N 
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hiked to them by the laws of the country, 
they are often unable to obtain with that 


peace and quictneſs, which peculiarly be- 


it their ſtations; and which they are at 


all times anxious to preſerve, though it 


be to their own hindrance. What they 


receiye for their ſupport is, almoſt uni- 
verſally. greatly below the intrinſic va- 
lue of their property. A few 5 en 
are not, in this caſe, to be regarded; nor 


| ought the body of the Clergy to incur 


any odium on that account. To thoſe 
who have any real acquaintance with 


their concerns, their moderation and for- 


hearance are conſpicuous. They do not 


heſitate to relinquiſh great part of their 
incomes, of which their families often, 


1 
ee and cee. Rs * 
. ot _ 
5 | But 
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But, other cireumſtances, attending the 
profeſſion, conſpire to increaſe the neceſ- 
ſity of the preſent appeal to your compaſ- 
fion. © The Clergy oſten become'the'vic- 
tits of ingenious education and liberal 
Hablts. More is expected, I'know*not 
why, from them, in proportion to their 
means, than from any other claſs of men 
Whatever. The open heart and the dif- 
tribitive hand muſt, on all occaſions, 
appear in that quarter; and if ability did 
but keep pace with the'will, all would be 
well. But it is not ſo—and, in this par- 
ticular, they are not on a footing with the 
reſt of the world. Their benevolence, 
their charities, ' their modes of living; 
muſt all bear proportion, not to their pro- 
periy, but their preferment ; the value of 
Which is generally known. If the ex- 
pectations of the public be not complied 
with in theſe reſpects, they run the ha- 
zard of incurring odium; of being mark. 
ed out as penurious, and as making a gain 
of godlineſs. Subdued by the terror f 
3 8 jun 
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ſuch imputations, prudence forlakes the 
Ingenuous mind; — the praiſe of pub- 
lic ſpirit at leaſt belongs to the Clergy in 


that they ſeldom fail in a liberal expen- 
diture of their incomes derived from 


their profeſſion. This is, however, in 


numberleſs caſes, a great hardſhip ; of- 
ten diſtreſſes themſelves, oftener their 
families; fince what is expended, under 
theſe inipreſſions, is proline the . 
8. their ſubſtance. ſx 4 


Tbeſe biene will, in Ds | 
>. account for the inability of 
many of the parochial and inferior Cler- * 
gy to make. a ſuitable, or indeed any 
proviſion at all for their families, unleſs. 
they are aſſiſted by their on private 
fortunes, —To this may be added, their 


entire and very proper excluſion from 


all ſecular employments; which, , al- 
dchough they might increaſe their ſub- 
ſtance, might alſo interfere with the 
n of their paſtoral duties, 


But, 


4 } 


the occupations and gains of the world, 


and ſent to exerciſe our profeſſional duties 
in retirement, yet they, who ſuppoſe 
that the life of a parochial Paſtor is a life 
of indolence and eaſe, have formed an 
idea injurious to our profeſſional cha- 
racter. The work of a prieſt and a divine 
requires unceaſing diligence and attention, 
and his progreſs is marked with a large 
proportion of anxieties and cares. When 
the official duties of our ſtation are over, 
we have enough to do to qualify ourſelves 
for inſtructing thoſe, who have need of 
our inſtruction. The labours of the minct 
are no light labours, and are often more 
injurious to health and temporal cornfort 
than thofe of the body. The Clergy 
have to lament that the ſtudious and ſe- 
dentary habits of their profeſſion often 
invite and eſtabliſh; many grievous com—- 
plaints and diſeaſes, which do not reach 
ſuch as ate employed in more active 
rn and the bare competence, which, 
| during 
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during their own lives, is all that moſt 
ol them can hope for, is but a ſcanty re- 
muneration for the expenſes of acquiring 
learning and ſcience, and a life of ſtudy 
and attention in the ſervice of the com. 
munity, whom they are appointed to in- 


Am n ann TONE NS 

IE. 211 4HTET 
We nd. en 3 the ett of 
dur profeſſion are, generally, not only 
decently, but -meritoriouſly performed. 
We acknowledge the indiſpenſable oblia 
gation of an holy life, and a careful and 
diligent diſcharge of our duty as inſepa- 
rable from the ſacredneſs and importance 
of the character we have aſſumed. But 
that ſome ſpots and blemiſhes ſhould ap- 
pear in ſo large a body it is iprobable! 
Wherever they exiſt, our ſtation" gives 
them notoriety. ' We are, as it were} 
placed on an eminence, where happy 
would: it be if our virtues only invited 
the obſervation of thoſe around us: but 
there alſo our faults and een 
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more conſpicuous, and our {lighteſt inad- | 
vertencies are magnified into crimes, ' 


Far removed as perfection is from every 
profeſſion and every character, it is not the 
part of Chriſtian Charity, or of common 
candour, to notice and expoſe theſe partial 
failings; and wherever an eagerneſs to re- 
proach and calumniate our order appears, 
its ſource is generally found in intereſt, 
envy, or profaneneſs. Sometimes it is 
the trick of avarice, that wiſhes to with- 
hold the gift; ſometimes it is the vain bab. 
bling, the ſounding braſs of folly and im- 
piety, that treat alike Religion and her 
miniſters and, ſometimes it is the re- 
fuge of trembling vice, that catches at 
ſome feeble ſupport for its own vileneſs; 
The bulk of the Clergy may challenge 
the prying eye of detraction. They fill 
their important ſtations with honour to 
themſelves and advantage to the public. 
Their lives and their faculties are con- 
ſtantly employed in the ſervice of Reli- 
gion and of the community; of which 
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rience their beneficial influence. They 
are as lights ſhining in a dark place—ſa- 
cred lamps that ſpread around Yue _ 
W and r reverence. E 
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8 1 ee bing 1 ated to 
W of our Order to the 
publie welfare and to private happineſs 3 
and alſo ſome of the cauſes of thoſe diſ- 
treſſes which unavoidably befal many of 
In doing which, I truſt that more hath 
[addreſs you and the unhappy fication 
mend to your 4 and: — 
will ſufficiently excuſe any extraordinary 
will be overlooked and forgotten, and 
the claims of the diſtreſſed part of us will 

ebme with unabated force on your aſſec- 


. | | _ tions, 
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©, Maay,of 0 our - brethren, _ 2 un- 
remittingly performed the duties of their 
ſacerdotal office, and have akvays abounded 
in the work of the Lord, are in ſituations 
of real diſtreſs. Their calamities mee 
reſult of the allotments of Provi 
Iti is not poſſible, indeed, that every FA 
ſerving miniſter. of the Goſpel can, in 
this world, be rewarded according to his 
merits, The ſatisfaction of having ful- 
filled their various duties, and the hopes 
of future reward from the hand of God. 
are their great ſupports under their tem- 
poral di ſappointments. We are perſua - 
ded, my brethren, that merit and miſ- 
ſortunes, like their's, will not be over- 
looked by you, ; that you will efcem 1hem 
very bugbiy in Love for their work's ſake, and 
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ten r inferior to thoſe poignant ſoli- 
eitudes, which they experience for the 
fate of their families, ſhould they them- 
ſelves be called away. When a man of 
an expanded and poliſhed mind, 'with a 
Heart full of ſenſibility, reflects that the 
wife of his boſom, and his tender, arid 
perhaps numerbus, offspring may, om his 
departure, be deprived of every mears, 
not only of comfort, but almoſt of exiſt 
' nee, che troubles of his Beuyr ue indrel 
ewarged, and his grey hairs ar "Brought 
down with forrow'to the grave, 
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| Alas my brothren, Ae dad fore- 
heckogr age too oſten veriſied ! At the 
preſent moment the wi Dos and the a- 
PHANS of our departed brethren"crowd 
around you with ſu The 
hand, which hath ſtricken the aſſection · 
ate huſband and the tender parent to the 
grave, hath deprived them of every 
carthly happineſs. He, who was wont 
ker ty and protect _ whoſe ex- 
perience 


is n⁰ mage 4--Pheir: Loh; [ cher erat, 
their confidenee is departed? and 'they 
alk; nenn. lecke alleviation of theit 
nugget Jr bid chi 
Tis Beef Neu. 14, OE 
| The 3 whoſe cauſe is before 
you. offer no common claim to the con- 
paſſion of the affluent. Their ſufferings 
are greatly augmented by their former 
habits and the ſtations they have been ac- 
cuſtomed to hold in the community” 
Bred in the lap of tenderneſs. and _ 
perhaps of affluence and plenty; edu 
cated for ſituations tar removed fins 
penury, theinpreſem nales fall with 
double weight upon them. Cold is the 
eee eee their me- 
lancholy Pity will not turn 
ab from objetty ſuch as theſe, nor ſhall 
their ſupplicating hands be ſtretched out 
in vain.” No, my brethren! They anxi- 
ouſly await the effects of your bounty and 
compaſſion, and you will not 58. 
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: let, and * and | 
them, and give plage to kindneſs, 

nich Providence has graciouſly enabled 
You to beſtow upon the. 
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